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Meeting in Cottam Primary School
Christmas Newsletter

Frohliche Kala
Weihnachten Christougenna
Buon Natale C PedEgD
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Merry Christmas

Inside:
All about Christmas  + details of Christmas Services
New look to worship 8 TYGS & TOGS & We now meet every Sunday
Spotlight on Joe Ryan

Love and Peace be with you, this Christmas time and always
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We meet every week in the hall at Cottam Primary School
Refreshments are served after service each Sunday
We would love you to come and join us o All are welcome

Minister: Rev. Lena Talbot, 15 Millersgate, 768587 email: Italb  ot242@aol.com
Secretary: Mrs. Joan Young, 6 Lappet Grove, 735007 email: joanyoung44@aol.com
Web Site:  www.trinitychurchcottam.org.uk

Our Service Times are:
Sunday Mornings 10.00 a.m. (except the second Sunday of the month)
Second Saturday of the month 5.30 p.m.

First Sunday of the month

On the first Sunday of the mon th we usually have something different. We have

all age worship but with something special or unusual.

Second Saturday of the month

The second Saturday of the month is the time when the children have their own

classes where they enjoy a variety of activiti  es, whilst the adults have their
service. The children then come back and
and share and then we have family commur
Table. At the time of writing the young people are looking at a cha nging the
name from Saturday Sunday school. Some suggestions are: Young Church,
Saturday Club (so on Sundays it is Sunday Club) God Squad, TYGS OTr i ni ty
Young God Squad, (this allows for TOGS 6Tr i nityds ol der God
this space 0 the new name will apply from January 2008.

Second Sunday of the month NEW

From January, the second Sunday of the month will be a traditional Sunday

Service for a more mature congregation. We may have a name for this from

January; how does a TOGS servicesound? (Tri ni t y0s Ol der God Sqg
Third Sunday of the month

The third Sunday of the month is usually like Saturday Sunday school.

Last Sunday of the month

The last Sunday of the month is Church Parade where the young people of our
uniformed groups present their flag s and assist with leading worship. The young
people really are a credit and to have a nucleus of 30 -40 young people at Church

really is something to be thankful for. We give praise and thanks to God for the

way our Church has grown, it is a delight to see  so many people each week.

For information about anything in the newsletter contact Lena 76858 7 0 ltalbot242@aol.com


http://www.trinitychurchcottam.org.uk/

Welcome to Trinity Church Cottam Hall

If you are looking for a church with a difference then we may be what you are looking

for. We combine the best of both worlds we have the tradition of the main stream
churches i.e. the Church of England, The Methodist Church  and the United Reformed
Church. However we are also aware that we live in very different time from our
forefathers and our worship is varied and innovative. We try to cater for all ages and
tastes, offering services from quiet, relaxing, meditative healing style services to Songs
of Praise where we can raise the roof. We have looked at new ways of being church and
fresh expressions of church life. We now have a variety of services which we hope will
suit all tastes. Everyone of all denominations and none, w ill find a warm and friendly
welcome at Trinity Church.

Flashback to Harvest
What a wonderful service this was. The school hall was full of people
celebrating the harvest festival. Our thanks go to Mrs. Timms also Miss
Bolland and Cottam Primary School ¢ hoir for coming along to sing, they
were just brilliant. Our Rose Queen, Olivia  and her retinue were a delight
as always and afterwards the car was packed to the gills with food for The
International Aid Trust and Fox Street Mission. Thanks to everyone fo r a lovely day.
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Community Bonfire
Our community bonfire went with a brillian  t bang again, as approximately
1000 people enjoyed the fireworks. Thanks to everyone who made this

rf} @K\ “] night such a great success 08 same time next year hopefully.
\

Confirmation and Church Membership
We have twenty young people so far, (we are looking at year six and
above) for our confirmation and church membership classes as well as
one or two interested adults. Classes will begin next year and a special
service will be held on Sun day June 22 ™ 2008 at 10.00 a.m. with the
Bishop of Lancaster. Please contact Lena (768587) if you would like
more information.
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Dads and Lads and Others
We have a variety of people attending church, lots of families as well as single people
and people of all age groups. We are delighted to have more families with boys 0 at one
ti me we had |l ots of girls and a | ot of our act
we are looking for ideas for something for the boys 0 maybe a football team (cricket
te am in summer) we have our thinking heads on 9 so watch this space.

Young Church Magazine
Joe Ryan continues to do a wonderful job with Young Church our magazine for
children and young people & more about Joe in our spotlight article later on.




News from Groups and Clubs

New Look Cottam T ots
Following the success of our Area Forum G rant, we have been
able to provide new equipment for the children. Craft
materials have been purchased to allow Philippa Barker to
organise new activities, to let the children learn & create and
all the drinking cups have been replaced. We have a new
committee in place and are already planning for Christmas

Two of our mums 0 Liz Airey and Sarah Steele are training as

Early Years First Aider &. | would like to thank all committee

mums who spent hal f term sorting out th e toys and as always,

our thanks go to Sheil a and Pauline for all their hard work

making tea & coffee and snacks and to John for producing a

super DVD of the tots at their o0Teddy Bear

Beavers & Cubs

Cottam first Beaver a nd Cub Scouts had a brilliant
night with John Makinson and his mobile zoo as you
can see from this photograph of Sarah, Eleanor and
Zak with a snake and Kieran with the owl.

Deckhands

Deckhands goes from strength to strength o0 we now have twenty boys and girls

aged between 5 and 7 years on our books. From half term to Christmas we are
working on a banner of Noaho6és Ark, our fir

Christmas.

Brownies

Cottam first Brownies at their last meeting
before half term.

Also Cottam first Brownies are delighted to
welcome baby Aleisha. Tigger is now a proud
grandma, congratulations!!!

K.U.

On Friday 2 "™ November we had a visit from The St. John Ambulance Brigade,

we learnt life saving techniques and how to bandage properly & quite useful just
before bonfire night. We are now busy r ehe
staging at Greenfield on Friday 7 ™ December.
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Baking Night - Rebecca Aylott writes:

We placed ourselves into groups of three or four
and got all the i ngredients needed to make about 6
or 7 fairy cakes. Some of us went a bit wild with the
flour but overall it was a really fun night. Once we
had made the cakes the judges, which were the
leaders of 7211, tasted one cake from each group.
The winner would be decided taking into account;
the consistency of t he cake, the neatest group, the
group that sat down and got on with it and the group that worked well together.

The overall winners were the Cookie Monsters. The group included Sophie
Cartwright, Ailsa Mea rs, Rebecca Aylott and Alice Wright.

We also made mini wheat sheaves for the congregation to eat with grapes for

the harvest festival. Everyone had a great
more fun activities!!!

Coming up, we have dand awasittd/éha Kap £dne, thenrolr 6
Christmas party on 7 ™ Dec. Next year, among other things, we are looking
forward to a sleepover and a music night.

We will also have a visit from Yvonne Jones who will tell us about a church in
Italy that Lena is ho ping to visit, with a view to arranging a 7211 trip in 2009.

Look out for news and photos of Scouts and Guides in our spring newsletter

Groups and Clubs closing and opening dates for Christmas Holidays

Group Cl ose one Reopen oné
Deckhands Tuesday Dec 4™ Tuesday Jan. 15"
Brownies Tuesday Dec 11" Tuesday Jan 15"
Guides Tuesday Dec 11" Tuesday Jan 15"
Cottam Tots Wednesday Dec 12" Wednesday Jan 9 ™"
Scouts Wednesday Dec 12" Wednesday Jan 9 ™"
Beavers Thursday Dec 13" Thursday Jan 10 ™
K.U. Fri day Dec 14™ Friday January 11 ™
7211 Friday Dec 7" Friday January 18"

House Group

Our house group has now joined with Bill and Mary Parkinson (Ingol Methodist.)
We meet adts TBeiVillds &@rsalternate Thursdays and have been looking
at the mir acles of Jesus from the gospels. We have some prayer time, some
reading and discussion then a welcome cup of tea. This is a lovely group for
anyone who would like to learn more of the scriptures, or just relax.




The Joys of Church Life

A conversation wit h a seven year old which goes like this:
| want to be in the KU play!

Ok, you werendt there when we were sorting
| want a big part dthe biggest part - PLEASE!
Well it will be a part written specially for you 0 all the ot her parts have gone.
OKdbut it needs to be big because |
Also.

Going around Cottam (and other places) anc
Lena, Reverend Lena and waves and smiles from the children.

Plus Hope 08
2008 sees 0 Haeyghe UK.8NBe Bshop af Lancaster spoke
enthusiastically about this at the launch meeting in October at St. Walburges.
We will be working together and using the major Christian festivals to share
Godods | ove for wus, hi s peopswdl workQagetherhtam pe | s
do this dlook out for special 08 events at Easter Time, Summer Holiday Time,
Harvest Time and Christmas Time and donot

Church House 9 15 Millersgate
Alwaysre me mber t hat Church House is O6your hd
anytime for a brew and a chat dthe kettle is always on, Shalom, Lena

Can You Name The Countries?
I n following with our theme of Christma s around th e world, we have included 12
different ways of saying Merry Christmas , on our front page.

All you have to do is name the countries the greetings come from.
Closing Date 8 16" December

There will be a small prize for the first person, draw fro m all the correct answers in
our service on 30 ™ December.
GOOD LUCK

S | Guarantees Fair Trade
N JEESEEE] At Trinity Church we only serve Fair Trade beverages at
A IR  our services and we have a Fair Trade stall at each
ZYAGTV Il Church Parade service, which is run by our young people .




Christmas Around The World

December Christmas Services & E  vents

Sun 2vd Dec All Age Worship z Advent Sunday 10.00 a.m.
Sat 8" Dec Saturday Sunday School Party 5.30 p.m.

Sun 9h Dec All age Morning Worship z Baptism 11.00 a.m.
Sun 16t Dec Morning Worship 10.00 a.m.
Sun 231d Dec Morning Worship 10.00 a.m.
Mon 24t Dec Open House z 15 Millersgate 10.30 a.m.
Tue 25t Dec Christmas Day Worship 11.00 a.m.
Sun 30th Dec All Age Worship 10.00 a.m.

Sunday 2 ™ Dec. 10.00 a.m.
Advent Sunday 0o Germany 0 Christingle Service

AEEO EO O! AOGAT O 301 AAUS8 AT A 1060 O,
Germany that the tradition of the Christingle began, also the adue
wreath with the five candles, one for each Sunday in December and one
for Christmas day began. This service will take light as its main theme as
we remember that Jesus came aslight into the world. Someof Cottam

Tots have something really special tghare with us, our Rose Queen and attendants will be
helping with the service and we are delighted to have Cottam School choir singing for us
againgxEU 110 ATT A AiliT¢c ATA OAA xEAO EOGBO A

Friday 7 " Dec. 6.00 p.m. & K.U.Play - Christmas

The young people of K.U. have been busy rehearsing a play which will be staged at
Greenfield residential home. It is simply the beautiful Christmas Storg hence the nameg
well done K.U.

Saturday 8 " Dec. 5.30 p.m.
Family Christmas Party 0 with Santa of cou rse

This is a family party for people of all ages, everyone is welcome to ™9
come along to thisz the more the merrier, just give Lena a ring on \

768587 or Joan on735007 so that we know roughly how may people \x,

Oi AgbAAO8 |/ OO OEAI A BEGOIO)AITGANDIT AA@ELU | A(#IEC
if you prefer in traditional costume of another country or a character

from another country. Some ideas are: The Little Match Girl, Christmas

Elves, Saint Nicholas, Mrs. Christmas, /Babushka. (More about Befana

and Babushka. Befandltaly) Babushka (Russia) is an old lady and both

countries at her home to rest. She gave them food and drink and they invited her to go with
them. But she had so much house | OE OI Al OEAO OEA EAAT 80
decided she would go andsee the baby after all, so she set off with her gifts to follow them,
but everywhere she went, they had already left. Even the stable was empty by the time she
got there, so she gave her gifts away to the children.)



_—_  Sunday9" Dec.11.00 a.m.
ﬁ Morning Worship and baptism of baby Matthew

) ( This is an additional service at a later time and we are delighted to be
— baptising Matthew and to add another baby to our baptism register.

Sunday 16 " Dec. 10.00 a.m. & A Waldensian Christmas

Our young people will be looking at how Christmas is celebrated in Italy, where many small
towns feature a Nativity scene with actors wandering arond small streets, stables and
squares. Pipers, perform traditional Christmas songs on flutes and clarinets. These travelling
musicians wear bright red jackets and broaebrimmed hats with red tassels. In Rome, the
pipers play at the Christmas market in thénistoric PiazzaNavona, on

the Spanish Steps and at the entrance to St. Peter's Square. The main
giving of presents is on Epiphanyz January & when the children
leave their shoes on the doorstep before they go to bed and the good
little Befana fills them with gifts.

Sunday 23 " Dec. 10.00 a.m. & The Christmas Story

Our traditional nativity service z the children will take the part of the people in the Christmas
story, we will sing the traditional carols as we celebrate the birth of baby Jesus.

Tuesday 24 " Dec.10.30a.m. & 5.00 p.m. 0O Christmas Eve o Open House

As in the past church house is open all day for anyone to pop in and have a chill and a brew
We usually have carols around the crib about 4.00 p.m. as we remember the wonder and
mystery of this very special time of year.

Tuesday December 25 ™ Christmas Day, 11.00 a.m. (please note the time)

Traditional Christmas Day worship as celebrated all over the world.
Why not come along and if you have already opened your presents,
why not bring one of your gifts to show us. Sherry and mince tarts
are served after this lovely service on Christmas morning.

Sunday Dec. 30 ™ 10.00 a.m. Morning Service d A Celebration of 2007

The day before New Years Eve and we will praise God for all the things HE8
we hawe enjoyed in 2007 and looking forward to a new year. :

Sunday Jan. 6 " 10.00 a.m. Morning Service d Epiphany

Our young people will be remembering this time of

giving when the wise men brought gifts to the baby

Jesus in Bethlehem. Our Epiphany service is a
OPAAEAI OAOOEAA &£ O OEA O#EEI

Everyone is welcome to everything &
it will be lovelyto  see you.



Dear friends,

At this wonderful time of year when we consider the birth of Jesus the Son of God here
on earth | am filled with awe and wonder. At the same time | come up against a sense of
cynicism about Christmas and about Godhigeneral.

) EAOA AAAT OAAAET ¢ 2EAEAOA S$AxEET 60 AI
ARAUTTA ATU OEAAT x 1T &£ A AT OAO OEAO OEAOA EZ(
is no God, how come we even think there is, or ever thought theewas in the first place.
7EAOA AEA xA CcAO OEA EAAA T &£ 'T A EOI I h EE
Professor Dawkins; | think about people like C.S. Lewis and Malcolm Muggeridge, both
confirmed atheists, who set out to prove that theravas no God, but God thought otherwise,
sought them out and they both wrote some very profound books about God.

Anyway back to Dawkins in the preface of his book he writes about the advertisement
for his programme 'The root of all evil,’ which showed a pitire of the Manhattan skyline
without the twin towers and the caption 'Imagine a world without religion." Now whilst
professor Dawkins states quite firmly that no one thing is the root of anything, he does go on
to say Imagine a world with no religion, nosuicide bombers no 9.11 or 7/7 etc. Now I find it
hard to believe that anyone with as brilliant a mind as Professor Dawkins can think that
without religion things like this wouldn't happen. The bottom line of all major faiths is love
and peace (theword 1§ Ai | AAT O PAAAAQ EO8O AAT 6O 11 OE
Love God and love one another. | yearn for this to penetrate Richard Dawkins heart. Religion
isn't about practical stuff- it's about what is in your own heart and that is here to stayl pray
that God will enter the heart of Professor Dawkins so that he can then write 'l used to be an
atheist but I'm all right now.

Of course it could be said there is a certain amount of arrogance about my writing but |
suppose when any one of us feelsassionately about anything we want to defend it. At that
point | start to worry myself, because what | am doing is defending God! What a nonsense?
"TA EO ET AAAA COAAO AT A EO AT AOGI 860 1TAAA EOD

Professor Dawkins believes thathe world would be a far better place without religion

AT A All OEA ETOI 1 AOAT AR OEAO PAT DI A 1T £ EA
about this either. Of course | have to accept that there are extremists in all faiths. On the
wholeldon6 O EAOA A 110 T &£ OEI A A O OOAI ECEI 16

would want me to live it (and that is no easy task.)

| think that far from the world being a better place without religion the world would
be far better place if we # got back to God and gave God a place in our lives.

| really believe it would make a difference if we let God into our lives, our work places
and our schools. Prayer worksz | know from experience it does. In Blackburn, the police
meet with people of fath and they pray for the town. Since this started to happen the crime
rate has gone down dramaticallyz coincidencez you may say so, but in my experience the
EAOAAO ) DOAU OEA 11T OA OEA AT ET AEAAT AAO E/{
somuch to be gained. And what better time than right nogl A 08 O OAIT Al AAO ¢
words of John Betjeman that | come back to each Christmas.

And is it true, and is it true, that most amazing tale of all o
#AOCEO ET A OOAET AA €1 AAD & BD 4L
And is it true for if it is no love that in a family dwells

Or caroling in frosty air, Or many steeple shaking bells,
Can with this single truth compare
That God was man in Palestine and lives today in bread and win

Happy Christmas ev eryone, love and blessings to all,

Lena




Spotlight on: Joe Ryan

Joe is 10 years old and has attended Trinity Church
since coming to live in Cottam. Joe is a very talented
young mandhe edits and produces oO0Young Churclh
monthly magazine for the children and young people.

There is usually a colouring competition and this has

been won by various children over the last few months.

Joe is in year six at Cottam Primary School and is in

O0Thailandd his teacher is Miss Tagg and
school councill or. Jokché sarhobbi es are: mu s
accomplished pianist a nd working on the computer. His

favourite foods are sau sages and home made meat pie. Joe also has a very enquiring
mind as we were talking Joe wanted to know if God himself was  ever on earth & Joe
decided that he must have been to have made all the plants and flowers and trees.

So we discussed the story of creation in the bible and the idea that in those days

they had no idea of time so one day could have been millions of years a s the world
developed and evolved under the hand of God. Joe also wanted to know which came

first the chicken or the egg. Well better minds than mine have grappled with this

one and not come up with an answer, but for me as a believer in God creating
everything, it is more logical that the chicken came first 0 the creature created by

the creator. And if we were created via evolution, then surely a chicken would evolve

rather than an egg. Finally and this is the real crux of our belief somehow 0 Joe
wantedt o know why i f Jesus was Godds son di(
hi msel f? After alll Joeds family |l ove him
WOW (Was | trained for this in theological college?) | told Joe about the most
famous and beautiful verse in the bible, Saint John chapter 3 verse 16 0 in simple
language, this says:

oFor God | oved the world so much that he
who believes in him may not die but

God loved the world o that is every s ingle person in the world for all time & me and
Joe and you reading this 9 everybody, so much that he wanted us to know that there
is a life after this life on earth and how else could he do that other than by sending
his own Son to die and to passfromde at h t o new | i fe. Now |
but | believe that and | thank God for it and | thank Joe for bringing me up to face
up to it. Well done Joe! And thank you.

Joe Ryan was talking to Reverend Lena

We hope you have enjoyed our Christmas Newslette r and have found some
interesting reading. If you would like to come along any time, we would be
delighted to see you.




